Com Autonomous nit 


The first af May is recognis- 
ed worldwide as a day confirming 
the class struggle which goes on 
daily- in the workplace, the 
home, the streets, and communit- 
ies- from London to Faris, to 
Athens, ta the countries af the 3 
continents including San Salvador, 


Guatemala City, Manila. It isa 
day of International Solidarity 


between revolutionary struggles, 
whether it be in N. America or $, 
Africa. 

Hut now, more than ever, it 
aust be seen as a day of inter- 
national struggle against expicit- 
ation carried cut by capital, 
against patriarchal yiglence 
realised in various forms includ- 
ing “population control", gene 
technology, sterilisation, 
and abortion restrictions... naw, 
more than ever, it must be 
seen in the global context of a 
daily struggle against a capita 
ist world economic order based 
the logic of maximum exploita 
ion, with its ultimate aie maximum 
profits for the ruling class; 
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realised in economic re-structur- 
ing of production, new technelog- 
BSF and 
cuts in social spending. 

Capitalism is tł system 
under which to live. 
It's logic is based on the social 
structures; the relationship 
between those whe own the means of 
production, and forced. 
to work, creates the economic and 
saCial divisions which result 
in two confiicting and opposing 
classes; the exploiters and the 
exploited, In short, class 
struggie. 

People work anytime, any- 
where, everyday of the year; only 
a fraction is paid work, only a 
fraction is recognised as "work" 
at all by capital, this include 
reproductive work, raising and 
caring for children,  “house- 
work"... women are in the centre 
af this attack. 
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we all 


thase 


FREE 


- Hay 7 


it has 
common 
America and H. 
to become a 


working lite, rather than a day of 


become increasingly 
amongst countries in N. 
Europe for Mayday 

celebration af 


struggle against being forced 
te work and the exploitation, and 
alienation, of work under capital- 


ism. Class conciousness, realiz- 
ing the antagonistic relationship 
- between explaiters and exploited, 


has helped to fuel this vision of 
Mayday, a day born in the violent 
clash between classes, and a day 
marked throughout the countries of 
the Three Continents (Asia, B 
America, and Africa) by conflict 


today. We prefer ta distance 
ourselves from those whe would 
take a culture of resistance and 
present it as yet another example 
of the ‘variety’ of cultures 
dominated by capital. The 


culture of 
a culture 
to present 


the exploited class is 
born of resistance, 
it as anything else is 
false. The "Festival of Culture 
and Working Life" prapesed by 
various trade union bureaucracies 
can oniy be seen as an acceptance 
a? the status quo where “the union 
makes you strong” but condemns you 
ta continual exploitation, and as 
a negation of the revolutionary 
process in which so many thousands 
of people have died for. 

Foe THE IHKEDIATE SHUTDORN OF THE 


Aco 
LASS. 


A Call to FARMS 


Manitoban 
protect their land 
negligent bankers and 
politicians has taken on aney 
level in the past month. The 
farming communities have escalated 
their positions against a water 
diversion project and FCC (Farm 
Credit Corporation) closure af 
“Farms by way of blockades, In 
Brandon, Han. in the FPenbina 
Valley, blockades of armed farmers 
and their families were started to 
stop the Assinboie-Fenbina water 
diversion project that vould 
divert water from the area inte 
the U.S. This would give even more 
power to the provincial and 
federal governments and private 
corporations. The water diversion 
system would also be using 
Indigenous lands, 


The struggle of 
farmers to 
from 


traditional 
needless to say resistance to this 
project has come from the native 
Communities as well. In tact, sone 
of the farm organisers have met 
Native activists in the U.S. an 
this and other problems. Negotiat- 
ions have also taken place with 
the provincial government headed 
by PO Premier Filman. They may 
Have been cut aff or resolved by 
the time this is printed, 

In Tilston, Manitoba the 
small farming community there, 
stopped a Rankin auction of a 
npigbours fara. Qver a hundred 
supporters gained access to the 
auction hall, Thus stopping the 
auction for the evening. The 
auctioneer explained, "I was hired 
to de a job, I do quite frequent- 


ty. I didn't ‘now what the j 


was. I apologise. We do a lot of 
mortgages without looking inte 
them. We're not in the business 


of putting farmers out of business WORKERS OCCUPY 


isic)". Earlier in the evening he 
said he would'nt have taken the 
job, if he had known there'd be 
resistance, Jutside the hall 
supporters hung effigies of a 
Rankin auctioneer and a FCC loans 


officer. The Farm Credit Corp- 
aration is under fire from the 
community wha say the laws are 


tougher in Western Canada than in 
Gntaric, where there is ne concept 
af land tranfers. "The FCC claims 
a national rate and that it boils 
down to economics, can the 
operator generate enough income ta 
stay viable"{sic). 

Qne farmer who is to be 
throyn off their fare said, "there 
should be more farm blockades and 
demonstrations of community 
support to dlet people know what's 
happening in the farming com- 


munities.” Gne Tilson activist 
added, "This is a perfect example 
af what a smal community can de 


tk l 
ta protect its peoplei" 


NO BUSINESS 
AS USUAL =: 


PLANT 

One hundred worker's at the 
Sandal wood-Parkway plant in 
Brampton began an occupation of 
the factory on Wednesday. The 
plant owned by Caterpillar, which 
manufactures bulldozers, is 
moving down to the States because 
of cheaper labour costs, The 
300 Caterpillar worker's at the 
plat will be laid off as of July 
12. They are the latest victims 
af the Canadian/U.$. Free Trade 
deal. The occupation was begun by 
nightshift workers who were joined 
the following morning by the 
day-shi ft. A crowd of 350 
supporters crowded the company 
parking lot on Saturday in a show 
of support. The demonstration was 
marked by a large presense of 
campany security officials, 
fortunately food has been getting 
in. We extend our support to the 
workers at Caterpillar, for 
their defiant stand. 


No Compre—Don’tBuyLevi's 


Nexican American 
workers are calling a boycott af 
Levi's products in response to 
pilant closures instituted by the 
clothing giant. Levi Strauss 
Associates Inc. is responsible for 
the Layoff of 1,115 mastly Mexican 
American women after they closed 
their south Zarzamora street plant 
in San Antonio, Texas and moved 
the plant to Costa Rica. Further 
illustrating the now common flow 
of manufacturing jobs from 
advanced industrial nations to 
third world contries (where wages 
are kept extra low), the move was 
a ploy for more cash by a company 
that was already making almost #20 
million (U5) profits in the fourth 
quarter of 1989 alone. 

The layoffs, which took place 
last April, are being chal- 
lenged by Fuerza Unida (United 
Force), a seamstress organization 
af former Levi's employees. 
They'ye initiated a class action 
law suit against Levi's for #16 
billion (US) and a boycott of all 
Levi's products. 

Fuerza Unida is also planning 
a national day of action in 
the United States for April 12, te 


HOGER 


mark the anniversary of the 
plant closing. Actions, some 
including civil disobedience, are 


planned far 
the U.S.A. 
Plant closures are becoming 
more and more common both here 
and in the United States. Hith the 
powers-that-be currently 
negotiating a continental free 
trade agreement (remember just 
how peachy the Canada- US deal has 
_ been for Canadian warkers!} 


at least 16 cities in 


it looks like even more jobs will 
head down to where wages are 
kept at inhuman levels like $574 
day. Though it seems that bi 
business has its aun plans for ow 
future (i.e. unemployment or 
axtra low wages), we can join with 
other workers yin 


“a fw 


determining 


our own future through actions 
like this Levi’s boycott. Don’t 
buy them! Or, if you already own a 


pair of two, cut the labels 
eff then & mail them in ( with a 
written explanation } to: Levi 


Straus & Co., 1155 Battery Street, 
San Francisco CA, J4ili USA, 
Abin: Bob Jaas. 


LET?” — 


On Wednesday April, 
students at St. Patrick's Catholic 
high school in Sarnia, demonstrat- 
ed against the forced wearing of 
uniforms. One complaint being the 
high cost oof the uniforms. 
The regular media 
only about 75 
strated while mast students 
attended classes. Qur experience 
with the regular media and high 
schosls suggests the demo was 
probably larger. 

The students chanted against 
the uni forms and generally 


students demon- 


locked like they we're having a 
good time taking a day off 
school, The only noticed problem 
when = same ER yelled, 

is isn’t TRE IN 


24th 


reported that. 


DANCE 


CANADA?" Although we realize that 
the nature of the protest wasn't 
political, and Russia isn't 
iree, we also see Canada as not 
being a free place. 

The demo ended with pushing 
and shoving between the students 
and police when a school uniform 
shirt was burned, and after 
the arrest of a student for ‘tap 
dancing’ on the hood of dcop 
car. Now that’s what we cail a 
school dance! Predictably some 
administrator had the last word 
saying, "there were many legitan- 
ate concerns, but that they should 
go) through student = council 
(administration lap-dogs, add Ed.) 
oy the council faculty advisor" 
de say why ain't the whole 
warld dancin’? 


fsic). 


Endless Struggle at Prison for Women 


Though details are 
emerging, it appears that on the 
night of Wednesday, March 20, in 
the confinement cells at King- 
ston's Federal Prison for Women 
(Pak), a Native womyn belonging ta 
the Wative . Sisterhood 
attempted to ‘string up’. The 
suicide attempt is the desperate 
result of the continuing repress- 
ion wimmin inside are facing. The 
womyn-Hoily Goddard-had just been 
placed in segregation and had all 
her visitation and work programs 
inside suspended. That very day 
Nolly and. two other wimmin from 
the sisterhood had given an 
interview with the American TV 
station CBS and the week before 
Holly had been quoted in an Ottawa 
Citizen story called “Life 
and Death in the Cage" focusing on 
the six Native wimmin who've 
hanged themselves within the past 
{8 months in Paw. Holly is 
currently in the internal hospital 
at Pay, 

it was recently decided that 


still 


the required judicial inquest 
into the recent suicide of Native 
uomyn Lorna Jones would be 


grouped with the two other mast 
recent Native suicides, 
ali three would 
inquest. The 

consider what 
between them. 


pe 


50 that 
come under one 
intent of this is te 
link might run 
This is a step 
forward as the system has been 
cenying all along that as First 
Feaples these wimmin have endured 
common racism and sexism which 


> 


inside, , 


is at the root of the desperation 
and the life-cenying conditions 
under which they live. Wimmin 
inside however are concerned that 
the inguest will attempt ta 
portray itself as sensitive and 
wanting to overcome the suicides, 
while passing recommendations 
which will in fact make life more 
repressive inside-such as a 
ban on belts, scarves or cords 
which could be used in ‘stringing 
up’, 

Two weeks ago, another womyn 


tried fo hang herself; a womyn 
who, like all the others, lives on 
the "A" yrange, She toa was 
found before irreversible harm was 
dome, bet the rate of slashings, 
hangings and depression are all at 
a crisis level. How many mare 
winmim have to die to illustrate 
this? Let's remember the dead by 
fighting like hell for the living. 


source: Through the Walls, a 
prisoner support and proson 
abolition working group, 472 


Albert ST., Kingston Ont., K7L 3W3 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF MAY DAY 


May Day, Nay First-Wor?d 
Labour Day in mast of the vorid- 
has its roots in North America, in 


the New England vinters ang. 
Appalachian springs that made fay 
l the appropriate time for 


building trade unions to negotiate 
their new terms of employment 
or else strike, It became a world 
labour holiday for the first 
time in 1890 on the urging of 
Samuel Gompers, President of the 
American Federation of Labour, 
(You can find his account of it 
in his Seventy Years of Life and 
Labor, Vol.i, pages 295-297,) 
He had sent Howard HcGregar of the 
Seamen to the founding congress of 
the Second Labour and Socialist 
International, at the 1889 
Bastille Day centenary in Paris, 
to demonstrations for the eight- 
hour day in all countries on May 
1, 1890. The AFL was committed to 
strike action for that demand; 
making it a worldwide demand 
undercut the employer 
that to grant the shorter workday 


, would send jobs to other countr- 


and sa 
: Gompers’ request, 


i The Historian, 


Hay i, 


ies. . That congress had already 
decided that some day should be 
set for international demonstrat- 
ions before McGregor got there, 
set the date as Hay | at 
(Details can be 
found in Sidney Fine’s account in 
AVI, Spring 1954, 
pages 121-134 }, 
Twenty-three years 
first Woric Labour Day, on 
1867, there was a massive 
for the eight-hour day 


that 


parade 


in Chicago, and that year, on the 


| urging 


of [llingis Attorney Ge- 


arguaent! 


before’ 


neral Robart Ingersoll, and 
eight-hour law was enacted, but it 
had little effect. People stili 
worked ten hours for the same 
Pay, only now it vas figured on 
and hourly bases instead of at 
the cid daily rate, 

How did the first World 
Labour Day go in 18907 The Nation 
of Hay 29, {990 gave extensive 
coverage. it explained: "There 
was no intention of violence but 
aniy that on this day labourers 
all over the world should feei the 
unity of their class as a bond 
superior to all others, and should 
give peaceable expressian to that 
feeling in taking a holiday and 
demonstration.” The article 
depicts the fear in the upper 
class of what a worldwide labour 
demonstration might do. Yet in 
Vienna it was a joyous holiday and 


in Berlin, despite police inter- 
SS - Ke 
ad : 
m- 
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ference, there was a parade of 
20,000. The British workers, 
waited until Sunday, but they had 
two thousand in a London parade, 

The Hay First 1890 world 
iabour day celebration had been 
planned for that one year only, 
but it created such enthusiasm 
that if has endured worldwide’ 
except in the land whose cold 
winters and late springs gave it 
birth. 

On Hay Day our 
back prior to 1830 to the Hay- 
market bomb of Hay 4, 1855, and 
perhaps that is why in the 
U.S. that date is officially Law 
Day. In 1884 the Federation af 
Organized Trades and Labour Unions 
of the United States and Canada 
had resolved on widely spread 
strikes for the eight-hour 
day ta take place on May 1, 1886. 
The response won 


thoughts ga 


a 


AGAINST THE CELEBRATION 


in the past, the traditicnal 
forms of struggle, both reformist 
and revolutionary, have been based 
an the worker, specifically the 
industrial yorker, Unions were 
elevated to a dominant position in 
the struggle. The political party 
was SEER as a necessary instru- 


ment. These methods of struggle 
are a thing of the past. 
The traditional view af 


radical social 
on the yorker 
af production" 
them into 
ments, eradicating the class 
structure and creating a society 
based on socialism. Today, with 
the advance of new technology, the 
rationalisation of the productive 
process, broken down into smaller 


change was based 
“slezing the means 
and transforming 


units and spread throughout a 
global factory, where parts are 
made in various countries to be 


assembled in another country, and 
robotics, the worker has been 
displaced. The emphasis is 
increasingly on the technician, 
the programmer; in short, the 
worker has been displaced and is 
increasingly losing the capacity 
to sieze the means of production, 
Adc te this the increase in 
information technology, the 
pre-eminence of the services 
sectoy (ie, Sales, tourism, 
credit, insurance, public admini- 
stration, etc.) over industry and 
agric oe and ove can see 
y why the industrial secter 
incre es employs fever and 
fever workers while production 
ievels remain the same or even 
imprave, 
What has 


BEEN SBER as 


socially useful instru-. 


workers, 


fictoriqus 
their greater 
ibilisation of working hours, 
“Seamwork" in which  werkers 
participate in various aspects of 
production planning, have and 
always will remain circumscribed 
and cantralled by capital. 
Flexibility; the free arrangement 
of working hours, reduced work 
hours are ne more than adjustments 
by capital which feed 
faximization of profit, by keeping 
machines running continously, 
which can be guaranteed by 
changing shift schedules. 

Around ali of this, the 
unions and left political parties 
have become increasingly reaction- 
ary; the roles of the various 
beaurcocrats, politicians, union 
heads, has been to increasingly 
protect their own interests, and 
to maintain control over those 
areas which they ‘represent’. To 
this end, unions are little 
more than transmission belts for 
arders from aboye. 

Tf we, the exploited class of 
unemployed, unemploy- 
abie, are te intervene practically 


“Lay the Boss Off — it Makes More Sense 


into the 


OF WORK 


in the International clas 
struggie, the process must o 
course begin in realising the need 
for revolution, and in seeing that 
Bach social struggle that fails to 
attack capital is capable of being 
co-opted (ie, the ecological 
movement). However, realising the 
necessity of revolution and 
developing the revolutionary 
Process are two distinct phases. 
One does not necessarily create 
the other. Dur methods af 
struggle must be inclusive of the 
society we wish to create, To 
this end ve propose the following 
characteristics; 

a) autonomy from any politic- 
al party or union 

b) permanent conflictuality 
{a constant and effective 
struggle towards the aims that are 


decided upon, not sporadic 
interventions) 
c) attack (the refusal of 


compromise, mediation or accomoda-’ 
tion) 


NATIVE BLOCKADES 
BRINGS RCMP BEATINGS 

"The invasion of the sover At the time of a February 19 

eign Mohawk nation ignited our press release, the eleven victins 
solidarity with our brothers and remained in jail without bail. 
sisters. We too, have a goli This is not the first time: 
course and airport built over our members of the Lil'vat have been 
sacred = ancestral gravesites. jailed, Last November 6, 63 
Lagging companies, operating under members af the band were dragged 
illegal licences issued by away from the site of a previous 
the provincial government that has blockade which had existed since 
no jurisdiction over our land, July 12, the day after the 
have blown up our sacred grave- first rounds of gunfire against 
sites by building roads ta the Hohawk blockade at Kanehsata- 
steal our valuable timber re- ke, The Lil'wat maintain that they 
source," are a sovereign nation (based 
-from a Lil'wat Nation on interpretation of the 1763 

press statement. Royal Proclamation), and that 


On February 9, members of the 
ROMP in British Columbia beat 
and arrested nine men and twe 
women whe had mounted a blockade. 
They were attempting to protect 
sacred native burial grounds 
from being destroyed by a road 
which loggers are construcxting 
along the Ure Creek drainage 
basin. The logging company, 
International Forest Products, and 
its sub-contrator Howe Sound 
Timber, are proceeding with plans 
to destroy the area even though 
native land claims for the area 
are still before the courts. The 
courts have granted the natives 
the right toa proceed with a 
defense case based on the sover- 
eign nation argument. Hovever, the 
corporation has continued operat- 
ions and obtained an injunction 
against the blockade. When a 
native lawyer asked that the 
injunction be lifted until the 
decision on the. sovereignty 
trial, the court threatened hin 
with disbarrment, 


a month 


colonized names or 


therefore the courts and police 
have no jurisdiction over them. 
49 cf those arrested spent almost 
behind bars without 
bail because, refusing to acknow- 
ledge a foreign nation’s authori- 
ty, they did not give their 
sign a pledge 
to not reopen the blockade. 

During the crises, the wimmen 
of the Lil'wat Nation have 
come together in a circle ta 
provide mutual support and conduct 
rituals. They are planning to 
start a garden and farming in the 


‘spring, and to get a kitchen going 


‘So 


that they can have a bakery. 


‘Coordinator Elaine Jafies explains: 


"It someone needs bread, Ar can 
trade for something else. It would 
be like a cooperative.” 

The First Nations people will 
continue to act until they are 
recognised as the savereign 

nations they know themselves to be 
and until the they hald as 
sacred are r their- 
jurisdiction far the protection 


5 
rnad to 


Gw tb 
land 
atur 
ar 
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needed for the survival 
Naterlal and moral 
urgently needed. 
sent to Bank 


of all, 
support are 
Donations can be 
of Nova Scotia, 
Account #1035827, Branch 00380, 
Vancouver. For further informat- 
ion, cal Terri-Jogn at 604-B94-60- 
63 fax or phone. 
(condensed from an article by Jill 
Bend} s 
=a Se) 


ROM ELEYEN 
FACE TRIAL 
(TORONTO) Last spring, police 


attacked a weekly demonstration 
outside the Royal Ontario Museum. 


Demonstrators were calling 
for the removal of a racist 
exhibit on display ("into the 


Heart of Africa”) and for the ROM 
to be accountable to the communit- 
ies from whose ancestors the 
"artifacts" were taken. They 
demanded that people learn, 
recognize and respect the truth 
about Africa. The unprovoked 
attack on the demonstration 
resulted in the arrest of eleven 
people who resisted police and 
‘fought back. They face charges of 
resisting arrest and assault on 
police. 

Although the courts are 
treating it as a common criminal 
case, the ROM eleven insist they 
are being tried political 
actions, and thus the trial is 
political. 5o far two of the 
eleven have been convicted. The 
remaining nine have succeeded in 
getting a group trial which was te 
take place on April 24, 25, 
26. This date has been changed to 
November in order for all {3 
police to be present to give 
testimony. 


for 
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HISTORY OF MAY DAY 


hour day in many places it was 
already the rule for U.S. govern- 


employees and elsevhere cut 
ten-hour days ta oe ang 
leven-hour days to ten, despite 
ösition by knights of Labour 


as well ås by 
denounced it as 


It was generally 
VIE success, and that fall 
the organization that had called 
it reorganize as the Àmer 


5 
Federation of Labour. 
struggles af May | 
remembered for the 


incident where a bomb was thrown 
By some unknown person for some 
unkno Purpose at a protesi 
eee in Chicaga’s Haymarket 


grea, 


It had been called ta 
pubiicize police brutality against 
strikers, and was breaking up as 
ees, when police ap- 
to attack it, The bomb 
ween police and attendants 
meeting, killing some of 


yain 


oth, and had the crowd not been 
retreti ng it would have killed 
al not the police. Yet it was 


those who spoke at 
who got hanged. 

Why is Pagan! Day observed in 
the U.S. in eptember t 


Hay d 


May 1 in th 


the meeting 


Labour Pid was first 

Y; september 5, 

come Knights of Labour con 
‘ion in New York with a par 

ni e Jonathan § 

in re b, 

ad was à 


ry 


ther eaftar 


y of September, it 


a picnic 


UP EN af 


hal fway 
July ang 
in these pre-iy 
tor politicians 


Several state 
holiday in 


z adopted it 
1887, and in 1894 the 


U.S. Congress aan it for 
federal employees without debate, 
5G ne reason was given. But 


consider E the tense 
5 of 1834, the 


labour 
thought may 


‘labour solidarity might accom- 
‘plish. 
(this article was written by Fre 
Thompson} 
SS ee 
RE—-THINKING 


MAY DAY 
Con? t From Pg. 6 
We offer the above analysis 
ws asa whe! akten ta 
a al aften con- 
trad methods traditionally 


(This article was written by 
the Insurrectional Anarchists) 
[See ee) 


He would like to thank Ecomedia 
Toronte for the following art- 


icles: “Don’t Buy Levi's", Endless 

Struggle at Prison for Women", 

"Native  Blackades Brings RCMP. 
Heatings", "RON Eleven face 

Trial", and "Noranda Ravages 
Chippewa Lands". Ecomedia 

iaronte is published as a bi-yeek- 

ly newsletter 


been to eens a labour 
th the rest of the world 
ne, dest ie occasion 
thoughts of what vorid 


NORANDA RAVAGES 
CHIPPEWA LANDS 


company, Noranda 
ing Hative ye a 
grounds in order to set up a zinc 
mine which will neighbour a 
Chippewa reserve. The Chippewa are 
demanding a stop to all mining in 
the area, and the reassertion 
af their treaty rights over 
fishing and other resources, The 
Canadian Alliance For Solidarity 
With Native Peoples can be 
reached at 525-1924 or 528-5348 
for more information. 


COMKUNITY CHARGE covers local and 
international news fros an anti- 


statist perspective. If you wish 
to contribute too, or receive 
this nensletter, please send an 
SASE to: 


COHMUNITY CHARGE 
P.O, Box 57069 
Jackson Station 
Hawilton, Gnt, 
LEP 493 
is See eee) 


